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THE CORONAVIRUS AND PETS 
Protecting Your Pets 
During the Pandemic 

WHAT IS THE CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)? 

Coronavirus disease 2019, In March of 2020, The World Health 
also known as COVID-19, Organization (WHO) categorized the 
is a fast-spreading viral disease outbreak as a pandemic, which is 
that originated in Wuhan, defined as the worldwide spread of a 
China. It has spread to nearly new disease. 
every continent. SARS-CoV-2 is the name of the 

virus that causes COVID-19. 

CAN PETS CONTRACT THE CORONAVIRUS? 

There have only been a few cases of COVID-19 reported in pets. All pets that tested 
positive for the virus were living with people confirmed to have COVID-19. No pets in 
the U.S. have tested positive for the virus. 

“We do not have evidence that 
companion animals, including pets, 
can spread COVID-19.”
 
- Centers for Disease Control 
 and Prevention 

There is no current indication that pets can pass the virus to people. 

TIPS FOR PET PREPAREDNESS 

COVID-19 is affecting the daily lives of pet owners everywhere. While there is no cause for panic, pet parents 
can stay safe and prepared by following these tips: 

Stock up on supplies. Make sure you have 14 days' worth of food, 1 medications, and supplies (such as cat litter and cleaning products) on hand. 

Continue good hygiene practices. Thoroughly wash your hands after 
2 petting, feeding, or picking up after your pets. 

Avoid large crowds and gatherings. To help with social distancing, 

3 take a break from crowded dog parks, keep separation when walking dogs, and 
avoid crowds at the vet. 

Update records. Make sure your pet’s medical records are up-to-date. 4 This includes microchip and vaccine information. 

Check in with your vet. Contact your veterinarian to ask if they are 

5 changing hours or operating procedures due to local or state mandates. Have an 
emergency veterinary plan in place, including contact information and driving 
directions for local animal hospitals.  

HOW TO GET THROUGH COVID-19, TOGETHER 

This is a scary time, but let’s look at the silver lining—you may be at home with your pet more often! Here are 
some ways to keep pets entertained and enriched. 

Play hide and seek. Try food puzzles and 
If you’re stuck indoors treat toys. 
with your dog, play a game Keep your dog or cat 
of hide and seek by giving mentally stimulated by using 
your pet a stay command, food puzzles and treat toys. 
hiding, and then calling for These products offer your 
your dog to come find you. pets exercise and work their 

brains! 

Offer cats environmental Create a digging 
enrichment. challenge. 
Window perches, cat trees, If your dog likes to dig, 
and scratching posts offer help them burn off some 
cats a variety of spaces to energy at home. Pile up 
pounce, observe, and relax. blankets and pillows on the 

floor, hide some treats 
inside, and let your pup go 
to town! 

Schedule interactive playtime. Take a break from working at home or 
reading news updates and play! Use interactive toys—like ropes or cat wand 
toys—to build your bond with your pet. 




